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Receipts. 
- Selectmen, | 


To cash in hands of Treasurer, Mar. 1, 1883, 
>) ** rec'd of C. P. Pitcher, on town note, 


At “ J. M. Rice, Dotsee 125.00 
| ef Pra ie LIOdRe wast. 4. ** 500.00. 
Tis Pp _ “ &#. Stevens, on note signed by E. Stev- 
5% ens, G. Stacy, G. W. McClure, 25.00 
ei! rs «« §. Ryder, rent on Tyler lot, 18.00 
oe ee ‘¢ J.-M. Rice support of County poor, 136.36 
? Sh feaime Is, Luttles in 5, 5 cs 146.85 
ke ‘¢ Solon A. Carter, savings bank tax, 400.93 — 
= ef ss ‘literary fund, 52.02 
e,¢ ‘¢ QO. H. Robb, collector for 1883, ZATSi9Ts 
‘ cy) M. Rice, §.  * 1882, 115.94 
af ‘: eS us 1881 $84.06 
ae © 6C. P. Pitcher, rent on Tyler lot, 1.20.. 
a ‘¢ Solon A. Carter, bounty on foxes, eas 
hawks and crows, 17.00 
oF «¢ J. M. Rice, interest on taxes 1882, 
iA “6 ‘© highway tax, 0 
Se Pe $4,833.05 
DISBURSEMENTS. Saber 
Selectmen, Orin 


ee PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON TOWN NOTES. 
5. ate Paid Ephraim Stevens, interest on town note, 
 Chastina Shedd, 4 . sue 
_ Frank T. Lewis, 0 eS] 
Cong. Society, % AS aes 
Josiah M. Rice, ay ei,” ; 
Wm. Dodge, * as 
Chas. P. Pitcher, a ss 
Paschal P. Hodgman, note and interest, 
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8577.45. 


200.00 


$260.00 
44.00 
8.00 
4.40 


416" 


4.73 
4.00 
316.00 
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State and County Tax. 
Paid Solon A. Carter, State ere $488.00 | 
G. A. Litchfield, County Tax, . 291 52% 


$779.27 
Support of Paupers. 


Paid J. M. Rice, | $116.18 
Samuel E. Tuttle, 588.43 
$704.61 

Support of Schools. 

Paid James D. Cutter, Dis. No. 1, $123.00 
George R. Jefts, ihe a 64.36 
Woke Dherning «°° Ds D4,17 
E. S. Messinger, A 4, 23.21 
Cyrus G. McClure,‘ Dy 105.50 
R. J. Brown, ng 6, 137.09 
EF. A. Whittemore, ‘ 8, 63.10 
Julius Pletzner, ae Ds 27.64 

$598.07 
Paid for Repairing School Houses. 

Paid James D. Cutter, Dist. No. 1, $44.26 
George R. Jefts, ‘ 2, 15.00 
Wesley P. Hodgman, ‘* Pe 5.00 
Cyrus G. McClure, a 5) 5.00 

$69.26 
Repairing Highways and Bridges, 1883. 

Paid H. W. Reed, $ .65 
J. M. Robb, 17.74 
G. Lane, . 4.50 
hk. J. Brown, oO , 
W. H. Chase, 1.55 
W. L. Abbott, 4.52 
Asa Davis, 9.11 
C. O. Neil, 6 46 
C. OQ. Neil, railing and bridge on new road. Pics 
J. P. Reed, 3.50%; 
C. B. McClure, 16.35 
J. H. Stevens, Dist. No. 12, $23.20 
J. H. Stevens, 4 Lt, oe AVG 
W. L. Abbott, 8.20 
W. H. Thorning, bridge plank, 1882, 7 50 


C. A. Conn, 2.5% 


Y. ee , 
- Alonzo Barrett, | 
H.W. Dodge, | 
Olive Bacon, 
Harvey Wilson, © 
~ John Dinsmore, 
i Joel Perham, 
_ Ira E. Comstock, 
Wm. H. Chapin, yi oe : 
George W. McIntire, 3 11.39 ah 
~ Jonathan H. Whittier, heirs, 5.41 
ee Green, “ a he 
Daniel Whittier, heirs, | | 2.09 
.M. Tuttle, ~ | 
va dleiGh: 1881, 
ane Wadleigh, 1882, 
oe W. Thorning, bridge plank, 
$210.28 
s eaine Roads in 1882 and ’83. _ x 
aid Daniel Stacy, ce Mea at cre se a 
John Scott, | i i | LEMANS ELL takes. OO 
be o aASa, Davis, 7.08 
Peg. (L. Reed, as iat BR AUS ea tee Won B84 
one OS Neil, Ae ne a tes en, AO 
jo) Sumner Knight, grey i 38.16. 
tg ‘Daniel Sargent, Si ne . 60 
_ Eben Stacy, | igs Le SIUM le een tty 8 
_ Henry Shoults, SUE Welt ie ARR ERC al” PALS 
Deer. Grritith, Bion SEES O09 
x ‘George Richardson, | oy Pad. Wi, 
Vaan 1: Stevens, z i f : d hy 16. TZN ak t : 
~ J. R. Jefts, Paty (Gs Sn ik 10,68. 
Jonas Hadly, | ee 154A ie Re 
pare _ G. W. Stevens, uf bi 6.60 
a a Daniel Sullivan, © Pi 3.36 
-_Bryen Carney, Re BREE 
_ J. E. Reed, oe ie ‘ ea eae Ah 
Daniel Upton, a eaeeid 0 48 
“aga T. Wheeler, | | Ti REIe ae 
_ C. Avery, | | 3200s) ye 
_ W. 4H. Thorning, (15.48 - Wyte 
_ N. P. Waldron, | 7.00 
ek, H. Lane, | | 
H.E. Pitcher, 
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Paid J. W. Carr, . LO 
N. D. Curtis, baad 
Ay naw Eh hase, 10 
/ soy Hy Sale, . 2.438- 
m1 F. A. Whittemore, ; 10,29.) 
ASEACNe _J.M.F. Thomas, Sl MSs 
Daniel E. Swett, Or ee 
J: F. Whittemore, «| Sista 
Lewis Davis, ut, SOO uae 
' Gilman Temple, 5.915 ag 
| Wm. L. Abbott, te dee! 


‘ John Barron, ; ) Sei fe 
ve, E. B. Dodge, | 1S ir 
S. E. Tuttle, oe Sepne Me; : 
$331.23 
Breaking Roads in winter 1884. = eri s 
“Paid J. M. Robb, | : $3.00 > 
_ J. H. Stevens, ahr 
- * Geo. Richardson, | 3: GO age 
ares W.L. Abbott, . OS Sa 
He J. M. Rice, S ()-eegs 
Jonathan Davis, 315 ee 


mami wen Asa Davis, 18.15_ 
Riche J... Reed, ~ | 1.50 
A J. Hadley, : | | TEAS 
@is Pe Reed; eet i) “LOGS 
ae Sumner Knight, he oe Oana 
Bestar fs G.R. Jefts, ee L7.8am 
Pa Su 9 - Jonas Harvey | te aa 
J. F. Whittemore, : De nee 
Charles Avery, rete =<8. 5B ‘ 
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AY $87. 61 © 
SO as Miscellaneous Expenses. _— a 
a Paid R W. Musgrove, printing, 13.58 
Maes sat _ N.D. Curtis, wood for hall, > DAO ae 
eS og »~M. Perkins, M. D. returning birth and death, SRG aes 
at eee W.H. Spalter, stationery, 1. SS 
> SOS Seeders Willard Rugg, for two road scrapers, — SOTO R ees 
CRN J. A. Cline, maps for schools, 6,00 sa 
PR ie ris 2 J. W. Carr, erecting eagle on town hall, 30.00" 
R. H. Morrison: cost nade and gravel used; . 30008 Ves 


hg iad Bh. Whittemore, bounty on crows, ) 4.60. # 
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on tne P. Pitcher, work in new cemetery, 
- Batchelder & Faulkner, retainers fees, 


3 a _ H.W. Reed, school books, 


Ra Services Town Officers. 
Paid H. E. Proctor, S. S. Com., 1882, 
5 W.S. Tuttle, town clerk, 1883 & ’84, 
W. H. Chase, supervisor, 
Chas P. Pitcher, treasurer, 
J. M. Rice, overseer, 
S. E. Tuttle, Rs 
J: F. Whittemore, Selectman, 
Chas. H. Dodge, iy 
W.S. Tuttle, ch 
_ O. H. Robb, Collector 1883, ) 
W.S. Tuttle, services as Constable, 


Taxes Abated. 
ae M. Rice, Collector’s Book, 1882, 


J. F. Whittemore, express and stationery, 


aeitceobb, 9.‘ es 18838, 7 
{i Amount of Town Notes Outstanding. 
eye — Ephriam Stevens, interest from Jan. 1, 1884, 
: ie _ Chastina Shedd, Se EO 


" 


Mj ea . Con. Society, 66 ‘< << 

ic Frank T. Lewis, Ke 6G” i 
Josiah M. Rice, 66 66 66 
Josiah M. Rice, ‘6 Bhanan’? 
- Charles Baritcher, ‘* bei 66 
| William Dodge, «6 Bn ih a 


RECAPITULATION. 
Selectmen, 


: ee 

ce 

$2.00 | Sy 

6.00 ve 

1:12 ish 

.90F): he 
$940.45 : 

. $80.00 si 
25.00 hat 
2.95 aoe 
25.00 ‘ a 
9.00 * Ff 
25.00 ae 
56.00 pes} 
41.00 
38.00 : 
40.55 pie 
1.50 ay 

$293.30 Cae 
$17.35 Bis 
12.29 32 
$6,500.00 His 
1,100.00 eae 
110.00 i 
200.00 Ps 
75.00 ae 
125.00 x 
200.00 se 
500.00 ity 
$8,810.00 ber. 

Dr. ee 

$4,833.05 x 
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Pa. Ei hn, 


Selectmen, Cr. 

By amount paid on town notes, $645.29 
ah State and County taxes, 779 27 
a Support of poor, 704.61 
Support of schools, 598.07 
ce Repairs on school-houses, 69.26 
se Highways and bridges, 210.28 
Ni Breaking roads, 418 84 
ct Miscellaneous expenses, 940.45 
‘ Town Officers, 293.30 

Cash in hands of Treasurer, March 1, 1884, 173.68 

Liabilities. 
Due on town notes, 


Due the several school districts for schooling, 


ae) ses repairs, 


Assets. 


Due on note signed by E. Stevens, G. Stacy, and G. 


W. McClure, dated March 1, 1878, 
Due from J. M. el taxis on Proctor book, 1878, 
or . iy book, 1881, 
1882, 
; O. H. Robb, Collector’s book, 1883, 


66 66 66 66 6b 


$4833.05 


$8,810 00 
40.27 
20.06 


$8,870.33 


$420.99 
2A7 

20 31 
79.04 
547.59 


Due on Collector’s book, 1875—’76, in hands Selectmen, 427.58 


Due from County for support of poor, 71.00 
i S. Ryder, rent on Be Lot 9.00 
hs I. F. Towne, ‘‘ 1.20 
es School distriet No. 8, vs 2.36 
ie Chas. P. Pitcher, Treasurer, 173.68 
$1,754.88 
Total amount of liabilities, $8,870.33 
A assets, 1,754.88 
Total indebtedness, $7,115.45 — 

Amount of town debt reported 1883, 6,555.40 
$560.05 

Respectfully submitted, : 

J. F. WHITTEMORE, ) Selectmen 


C. H. DODGE, 
W. Ss TUTTLE; 


of 


\ Stoddard. 
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Treasurer's Report. 


_ I respectfully submit the following report of the financial trans- 


actions of the town of Stoddard for the year ending March 


1, 1884 :— 


Receipts. 


Cash in hands of Treasurer March 1, 1883, 
Received of the County, support of County paupers, 
State Treasurer, bounty on foxes and 


66 


crows, 
State Treasurer, savings bank tax, 
ae a literary fund, 
O. H. Robb, Collector of taxes, 1883, 
J. M. Rice, ie me Meaee & te 
66 66 66 66 1881, 
ch es interest on taxes, 1882, 


a ss highway tax, 1881, 
Chas. P. Pitcher, cash on Ae 
Wm. Dodge, ¥é 
J. M. Rice, o vt 
Mrs. S. P. Ryder, rent on ee ae 
Chas. P. Pitcher, ih 
J. F. Whittemore, on Eatin note, 


Disbursements. 


Paid by order of Selectmen for support of Schools, 


Repairs on school houses, 
Support of poor, 
State tax, 
County tax, 
Repairing EU RRU EE: and bridges, 1881, 
th 1882, 
73 «6 66 1883, 
peaking roads, 1882-83, 
4 1884, 
Biieoellancots expenses, 
Services of town officers, 
Principal and interest on town notes, 


$577 45 
283.21 


L750 
400.93 
pd 
2,478.97 
115.94 
34.06 
oeeo 
42 
200.00 
300.00 
125.00 
18.00 
120 
25.00 


$4,833.05 


$598.07 
69.26 
704.61 
488.00 
291.27 
BPO 
25.56 
167.55 
331.23 
87.61 
940.45 
293.30 
645.29 


$4,659.37 


10 
Total amonnt of receipts for the year ending March 
1, 1884, 


Total amount of disbursements, 


Balance in hands of Treasurer March 1, 1884, 


$4,833.05 
4,659.37 


—— 


$173.68 


C. P. PITCHER, Treasurer. 


Report of the Overseer of Poor. 


Statement of the expenses of the town of Stoddard for the 


year ending March 1, 1884 :— 


Aid for Norman A. Howe, County charge, 
Emeline Woods, et 


Frank 8. Thurston, WH 
Amanda Wells, ce 
Mrs. George Gould, is 


Alfred Bec kwith, town peed ge, 
John Proctor, | 
Thomas Tyrrell, eh 
Paid Mrs. Harrington, keeping tramps, 
My services and incidental expenses, 


Have received from the County, $146 85 
Due from the County, 71.00 
Cost to County, 


Cost to town, 


Have received from Treasurer, » $613.43 


Paid J. M. Rice for support of poor to May 28, 1883, 


$60.00 
50.00 
36.00 
34.00 
2 00 
168.46 
172,22 
65.00 


$613.43 


$217.85 


$395.58 


$116.18 


SAMUEL E. TUTTLE, Overseer of Poor. 


Report Supt. School Committee. 


ee 


To report the schools of our town so interestingly and satis- 
factorily as to meet your full approval would be a very success- 
ful termination of my year in your service. As that is impos- 
sible, being beyond my capabilities, you will have to make 
much or little, as pleases you, of the following, for which I only 
claim that it is a report of your schools as I found them and 
leave them, looking through my own eyes. 


i District No. 1. 
Amount of money, $127.08. Agent, J. D. Cutter. 
SumMer Term.—Length of school, 10 weeks. Wages, $24.00 
per month. Number of scholars, 35; average attendance, 32. 
Not absent a single day, 20. Miss Mary Crossy, teacher. 
This was Miss Crosby’s first term in our town, but long before 
its close all became convinced that there had been no mistake 
made in selecting a teacher, or in plans adopted by her. The 


‘least we can say, and all we would say, is that Miss Crosby 


stands at the head in her profession, and need never strive for 
more perfect success than she has won here. 

Fatit Term.—Length of school, 10 weeks. Wages, $24.00 
per month. Number of scholars, 36; average attendance, 35 ; 
not absent a single day, 9. Miss Mary Crossy, teacher. The 
wisdom of the agent and success of the school, the name of the 
teacher guaranteed, and every branch taught, and scholars at- 
tending the school, prove to all thata really good teacher is 
worth all they cost, while a poor one is dear at any price. We 
are happy to congratulate Mr. Cutter on his very suceessful 
year’s service in behalf of the school in Dist. No. 1. 


‘* Districr No. 2. 


Amount of money, $64.31. Agent, George R. Jefts. 
SuMMER TERM.—Length of school,6 weeks. Wages, $16. 
Number of scholars, 16; average attendance, 15.83; not ab- 
sent asingle day, 6. ‘Teacher, Mrs. Lizzi M. Jerts. No. 2 
has the neatest and most comfortable school-room in town. It 


is in good repair, and has been newly painted outside, and the 


12 \ 


interest of the district is shown in the appearance of the school- 
house, aud in the record of attendance of the scholars. Mrs. 
Jefts is a veteran teacher, and experience in that as in other 
walks of life fits one for success; and this school was no ex- 
ception to former schools under her management. Those who 
allow personal ill feeling to rob their children of the advan- 
tages of our schools make a mistake which may prove irrepara- 
ble. 

Fatt Trerm.—Lenegth of school, 8 weeks. Wages, $16. 
Number of scholars, 18, average attendance, 17.975; not ab- 
sent a single day, 5. Teacher, Miss Rome L. Fay. This 
school made fair progress, but life and energy was wanting at 
_ the examination, and on that account the school failed to re- 
ceive the credit they were really entitled to. To be sure of 
what we know and to tell it so that those listening can hear is 
a great help to us in convincing others that we know what we 


are talking about. 
District No. 3. 


Amount of money, $54.20. Agent, W. H. Thorning. 

Length of school, 5 weeks. Wages, $14. Number of schol- 
ars, 7; average attendance, 6.8; not absent a single day, 4. 
Teacher, Miss Nettre M. Witcox. This was the teacher’s 
first term, and had parents and scholars tried as hard as did 
the teacher to make a success of the school, I believe it would 
have satisfied all. It is impossible for a.teacher to fully suc- 
ceed when a part of the parents and scholars are determined to 
make a failure of it, and in persuing such a course all must suf- 
fer loss. To parents we want to say, be not over anxious to 
have your children take up the higher branches of an English 
or scientific course until fitted for it by a reasonably thorough 
understanding of the primary ones. 

Fatt Trerm.—Length of school, 8 weeks. Wages, $18. 
Number of scholars, 10; average attendance, 7.76; not absent 
a single day, 5. Teacher, Miss Anna E. SuEPARDSON. We 
were glad to notice improvement in the chances for a good 
school this term, and at the close we found they had been im- 
proved. Thoroughness seemed to be the aim of the teacher 
and its happy results were apparent in every recitation. Miss 
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S. has made no mistake in her calling. Some of the school 
were rather loth to conform to the demands of the state law in 
regard to text-books. Remember, law governs such matters and 
your committee is obliged to conform to that as well as your- 


selves. 
District No. 4. 


This is merged with other districts, in part in town, and the 
balance is classed as a union district with a part of Nelson. 
Amount of money, $23 21 which is paid to Nelson. As the 
school does not come into my jurisdiction, I have nothing fur- 
ther to report. 

. Distrricr No. 5. 
Amount of money, $108.87. Agent, C. G. McClure. 

SumMER Term.—Length of school, 7.8 weeks. Wages, $22. 
Number of scholars, 25; average attendance, 21. Not absenta 
single day, 7. Teacher, Miss Heren R. Swain. This school was 
quite successful, the scholars made good progress and the 
teacher fully sustained her former reputation. The close of 
the school showed marked improvement in point of order, and — 
a very commendable interest in mathematical and geographical 
exercises. 

Fart Term —Length of school, 9 weeks. Wages, $22. 
Number of scholars, 21; average attendance, 17. Not absent 


a single day, 2. Teacher, Miss Nerrize M. Giusney. During 
this term, this school continued on in the even tenor of its ways 
doing nicely under very good management, and éxcelling in 
reading and spelling, marked improvement being made in both 
branches. At the examination the exercises were very good, 
and, as.we supposed, satisfactory, until after wiping our own 
eyes and looking round we found all the visitors shedding tears. 
Cause, a smoking stove, a smoking pipe, and, we think, a 
smoking chimney, so much was in the room. We hope it 
may serve you the same at your annual meeting, and then, with 
ourselves, you will believe it a nuisance and have it abated. 


District No. 6. 


Amount of money, $137.09. Agent, R. J. Brown. 
Length of school, 7.9 weeks. Wages, $19. Number of 
scholars, 11; average attendance, 10; not absent a single day, 
3. Teacher, Miss Jennre S. Wuirremore. This was really 
one of our best schools, and Miss W. put into it her best en 
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deayors, believing that nothing can be accomplished without — 


labor. ‘To interest her scholars, to improve them in every way, 
both mentally and morally, was the aim of her life work, and 
her success was very satisfactory to all. 

Fart Trerm.—Length of school, 8 weeks. Wages, $20. 
Number of scholars, 14; average attendance, 10.52. Miss 
WHiItTEMORE was secured for this term and in reporting it we 

can but repeat our former Ritts, she fully sustained her 
former success. 


Winter Term.—Miss Wuitremorr commenced the school 
again this term and after teaching 1.5 weeks with her usual 
success was obliged to leave by an attack of the diphtheria, 
which in a few days robbed us of an excellent teacher, leaving 
a large circle of genuine friends, and sincere mourners, who 
will long feel the loss that they, the district and the town have 
. suffered. Jan. 14, 1884, the winter term was again commenc- 
ed by Miss F. Maser Esraprooks as teacher Length of 
school, 6.5 weeks. Wages, $20. Number of scholars, 16; 
average attendance, 14.47; not absent a single day, 5. Owing 
to the circumstances under which Miss EK. took the school, we 
think the district ought to feel well satisfied with the success of 
the teacher and very commendable progress of the scholars. 
‘One could hardly realize on visiting the school that any change 
in the teachers had taken place, as the scholars have continued 
to progress ; we notice a lack of some of the-features in the line 
of general exercises, which were quite prominent during the 
other terms. 

Districr No. 8. 
Amount of money, $63.10. Agent, Francis A. Whittemore. 

Summer, Term.—Length of school, 5 weeks. Wages, $17 00 
Number of scholars, 11; average attendance. 984; not ab- 
sent a single day, 4. Teacher, Miss Mary F. Muzzry. The 
school appeared very well when your committee first visited it, 
but at the examination there seemed to be a lack of interest on 
the part of the scholars. Whatever of lack on the part of 
scholars or teacher may have existed it was nothing to compare 
with the lack of disposition on the part of the distr ict to fur- 
nish a suitable place for the scholars. The building is not fit 
for a shelter for animals. The seats are barbarously uncom- 
fortable, and in no respect is it suitable for the purpose for 
which it is used. 


Fatt Term.—Length of school, 7 weeks. Wages, $22. 
Number of scholars, 14; average attendance, 11.81; not ab- 
sent a single day, 2, Teacher, Miss Eira F. RicHarpson. 
Notwithstanding the very discouraging surroundings, Miss 
Richardson succeeded in keeping a very good school, meeting 
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with and meriting very general success. The deportment was 
much improved from former terms and more interest was shown 
by the scholars. Quality, not quantity, was the standard and 
just what was most needed. We bespeak for the teacher a suc- 
cessful future. 

Disrrior No. 9. 


Amount of money, $27.64. Agent, Julius Pletzner. 

SuMMER Trerm.—Length of school, 5.8 weeks. Wages, $13. 
Number of scholars, 3; average attendance, 2.6; not absent a 
single day, 2. ‘Teacher, Miss Etten C. Downine. This school 
is one of our union districts, and when we visited it we found 
that the Prudential Committee lived in Marlow, that Miss D. 
was from Marlow. the scholars, two bright little girls, were 
from Marlow, and that about all our town had to do with it 
this year was to pay 95-6 of the expense and furnish school- 
house, together with Superintendent. Miss D. seemed to have 
acquired the art of making much out of little and had so nicely 
arranged matters she could work all the time as well as her 
scholars. There was nothing to hinder and every thing was 
favorable for progress on their part. e 

Far Wages, $13. Num- 
ber of scholars, 3; average attendance, 3; not absenta single 
day, 3. Teacher, Miss ELten C. Downine. From our limited 
sources of information we feel confident that the school was a 
success, if certainly is the banner school so far as attendance is 
concerned. We hope for the sake of the teacher, for the fu- 
ture the number of scholars may increase, for they have a very 
pleasant location, and quite a neat, tidy, school-room, which 
can easily accommodate more liberal patronage. 


From the foregoing statements we learn that there has been 
taught 87.7 weeks of public school in town the past year, aver- 
aging about 12.5 weeks to each district; attended by 241 dif- 
ferent scholars; taught by 12 different teachers, but two of 
them belonging in town. From the average attendance we find 
that nearly 9 per cent. of our school money has been wasted 
because of the absences from school by a part of the scholars. 
The average wages paid the teachers is $18.59 per month in- 
eluding board. ‘There are 77 scholars who have not been ab- 
sent a single day during the term, and your Committee has 
spent 15 days in visiting schools, and traveled upwards of 150 
miles to make those visits. We found five different text-books 
on grammar in use in the schools, and felt compelled to change 
them all for one that we thought would cover the probable 
ground, which our limited schools would require, and give us 
uniformity in that branch. We found that our predecessors 


if p . 
haga to enforce the requirements of the law, so far as 
text-Kooks adopted by them was concerned, which has added 
to the unpleasantness of our duties. 

The law passed during the last session of the legislature, 
making it obligatory upon the Superintendents of schools 
to examine teachers as to their qualifications tor teaching 
Physiology, Hygiene and the effects of alcohols and narcotics 
on the system is a matter which Prudential Committees and 
teachers need to keep in mind, and the adopting of some text 
book on the above subject will be one of the duties of my suc- 
cessor. We wish also to again recommend the practice of 
spelling by writing the words rather than orally, believing that 
to be the only practical way of learning to spell. 

In view of the little that has been done and the condition of 


~ our school rooms, the small amount of money we have, backed 


by the lack of interest on the part of some of our citizens, what” 


does it become us to do? Shall we sit down with our hearts at 
ease, our hands akimbo and think that our teachers have gen- 
erally done well, our children been pretty regular in attendance, 
schools fair len@th for our town, and tolerably good? No, so 
long as imperfections exist, we ought not to rest satisfied. 
When there is so little interest as to who is chosen to expend 


our money, or how they expend it, when so little interest is — 


taken in the condition of the schools themselves, when we fail 


to furnish comfortable school rooms for our scholars and proper - 


helps for them, then we,come short of our duty to our children 


and fall short of the duties we owe the coming generations. 


Elect only such men for committees as will secure none but 
competent teachers, even if they have none of that class among 
their relation or personal friends, never fearing to say no to 
any applicant that is doubtful, remembering they are bound by 
an oath to discharge their duties agreeable “to the statutes, and 
according to the best of their ability. Let teachers remaniaee 
that theirs is no idle work, that they have much to do with 
forming the character of those under their charge, let them 


strive to instill into their minds the importance of order, obe- 


dience, honesty, punctuality and industry, and let it be done 
by example as well as precept. 

Lastly, I. say if we would have a good job done, give us a 
good shop, good tools, a good master-workman. then with at- 
tention and perseverance, the apprentices will all come in play. 
In brief, if you want any thing done, get somebody to do it 
and pay them for what they do, for nothing is dearer than a 
gift. Most respectfully submitted, 

EDWARD B. DODGE, 


Superintending School Committee. 
Stoddard, Feb. 27, 1884. 


